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Synopsis

"l envy the reader who sits in on these conversations for the first time, and with such a readable

text."a «John Ciardi --This text refers to an alternate Paperback edition.
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Customer Reviews

This translation is superb.This book provokes us with questions. It challenges our assumptions. It
asks questions. It also provides few answers. Don’t read this thinking that you'll find the ideal
government, because you won't, and as the introduction points out, it was never really the
point.Instead, read this to find out about morality. It cannot help but point a person in the right
direction. | don’t think it answers the question of what morality is completely, but for that matter, |
can’t do much better. This is one of my sources.Clearly, | can’t take much of this and apply it directly
to politics. | value diversity and conflict. | think that those things help us. Truth can only be found
when we seek freely in society. In short, | love democracy. That said, it is very applicable for my
inner-life. If | fill my mind with garbage, that is exactly what | will give out. | need to censor the
citizens of my mind or else my inner polis will be corrupted more than it is.It’s criticisms of
democracy, especially the democratic mind, are particularly poignant. Read it side-by-side with
Thucydides and an account of the French Revolution and find the limitations of what we take for
granted.lf someone thinks they shouldn’t read a book like this because they have the Bible, then
they would be in error. | am a Christian, and reading the Bible usually leaves me with more
questions than answers. If a person thinks that way he aren’t reading the Bible, and should begin

criticising his own beliefs. Start by reading Ecclesiastes, and then this, for Ecclesiastes teaches one



of Socrates’ main points: we know nothing, and in the end, all that matters is how we lived.
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